
To: Shelbyville Plan Commission 

From: Duane Schuler 

  1574 Rolling Ridge Road 

   Shelbyville, Indiana 46176 

Re: Isabelle Farms  

 

Members of the Plan Commission, 

 As a 45 year resident of the above address, and a 25 year owner of 

the same residence, I submit this letter, as with previous ones, in 

opposition to the proposed Isabelle Farms housing development planned 

for the land adjacent to the Rolling Ridge subdivision. My opposition is 

not to building a development on this land, but how the current plan 

impacts the Rolling Ridge subdivision: 

1. The opening up of Rolling Ridge Road and Crest Drive: I 

understand from previous meetings that the city has a requirement 

to connect to dead-end streets when a new development is built, 

supposedly for safety purposes. However, I argue that this makes 

our streets less safe due to the increase in traffic, which I estimate 

at a 254% increase for my section of Rolling Ridge Road (I have 

provided my calculations in past submissions, and want to see the 

calculation used by the city). Also, if the reasoning is to provide 

emergency response, any emergency vehicles coming to my 

property are still going to take Gateway Drive off of the North Riley 

Highway, as it will be a faster and more direct route than navigating 

crowded streets coming through the new development. Also, in the 

proposed plan, there is one street that ends in a cul de sac and 

one that is a loop that will encourage less thru traffic. It is a shame 

that more consideration is given to people who are not yet property 

owners than those that currently live here. 



2. The scope of the Isabelle Farms project: 263 homes in an 83 acre 

space means that homes are condensed to a point that 3 to 4 

houses are built on the same size plot as one home in Rolling 

Ridge sits, and even more on lots the size some of my neighbors 

on North Riley Highway own. Coming off a year where the 

government told us all to maintain „social distance“, I find it ironic 

that the same government would allow houses to be built closer 

together than the previous mentioned mandate. The proposed 

development needs to be more in line with the current 

neighborhood. This congestions detracts from the quality of life of 

the current residents and likely the future value of our properties. 

3. Impact on our properties: In previous meetings, there has been 

discussion of compromises to opening the streets, such as the 

potential for adding sidewalks. As a person who maintains 

properties within Shelbyville proper, I am firmly against the addition 

of sidewalks. Sidewalks will remove part of the current property, 

and the maintenance of these will then fall on the property owners. 

We have done well enough without them for 60 plus years. If the 

argument is to improve „walkability“, I argue the best solution is not 

to open the streets. Our neighborhood is perfectly walkable as it is. 

Again, I recognize there is an easement, but just because it is there 

does not meet it needs to be used. Also, by opening the streets, 

this encourages parking on our streets from this new development, 

which is currently not a huge issue. 

 

I recognize that my neighbors and I are singular entities without the clout 

behind Arbor Homes, which is owned by the world’s richest man. I also 

recognize the City of Shelbyville’s officials have done all the calculations 

on property taxes they will collect from 263 new homes (just doing a 



rough estimate based on my own taxes, I estimate $368,200 annually), 

and that what we pay in Rolling Ridge pales in comparison (I estimate 

$91,000 annually). I also recognize that this plan will be approved by all 

commissions and boards that review it, regardless of the public 

comment. Despite all this, I ask that the Plan Commission truly consider 

the concerns of those of us already living here and contributing to this 

community. I for one am not opposed to a new development. I just do not 

believe it needs to impact the way of life within Rolling Ridge. I know 

many of my neighbors live in Shelbyville and Rolling Ridge in particular 

because we do not want to live someplace like Carmel or Greenwood 

with the cogestion and claustrophobic neighborhoods. Please allow us to 

maintain our streets and property as they are and continue to have the 

quality of life we all live in this neighborhood for.  

 

        Thank you, 

 

         Duane Schuler 


